Pinto Breed Characteristics

One of the most frequently asked question regarding the Pinto is "what is the difference between
Pintos and Paints?" Simply put: The Paint Horse (registered by the American Paint Horse
Association) is limited to horses of documented and registered Paint, Quarter Horse, or
Thoroughbred breeding. The difference in eligibility between the
two registries has little to do with color or pattern; only bloodlines.
While most Paints can be double registered as Stock or Hunter
type Pintos, the Pinto Horse Association (PtHA) also allows for
the registration of miniature horses, ponies, and horses derived
from other breed crosses, such as Arabian, Morgan, Saddlebred,
and Tennessee Walking Horse, to name a few.

The color requirements for a registered Pinto is predicated on the
age of the animal at time of application. A total of 15 square inches
of underlying pink skin with white hair on the body or certain designated areas of the head (i.e.
eligible zone) for horses two years and older, 8 square inches for yearlings, or 4 square inches for
weanlings is required. Minimum requirements for ponies and miniatures are 50% and 25% of
those for horses, respectively. Animals with insufficient "qualifying color" to be accepted in the
regular color division but with at least two or more "Pinto" characteristics or solid colored
animals with documented and registered pinto-colored sire and/or dam may be eligible for
registration in the Breeding Stock Division.

There are two recognized Pinto color patterns: Tobiano (Toe-bee-ah'-no) and Overo (O-vair'-0).
The Tobiano pattern appears to be white with large spots of color, often overlapping on animals
with a greater percentage of color than white. Spots of color typically originate from the head,
chest, flank, and buttock, often including the tail. Legs are generally white, giving the
appearance of a white horse with large or flowing spots of color. Generally, the white crosses the
center of the back or topline of the horse. It is considered necessary to have a Tobiano parent to
achieve a Tobiano foal. The Overo pattern appears to be a colored horse with jagged white
markings usually originating on the animal's side or belly, spreading toward the neck, tail, legs,
and back. The color appears to frame the white spots. Thus, an Overo often has a dark tail, mane,
legs, and backline. Bald or white faces often accompany the Overo pattern. Some Overos show
white legs along with splashy white markings, seemingly comprised of round, lacy white spots.
White almost never crosses the back or topline. A horse of Pinto coloration descendant from two
solid colored parents of another typically solid colored pure breed is called a "crop-out” and is of
the Overo pattern.

While PtHA accepts animals derived from many different approved breed/registry crosses, it
does not accept animals with Appaloosa, Draft or Mule breeding
and/or characteristics. Horse stallions must have both sire and
dam registered with PtHA or another approved outcross registry.
Pony/Miniature stallions must have at least one parent (sire or
dam) registered with a recognized breed association [Effective 1-
1-99]. Mares and Geldings can be registered on their qualifying
color alone. PtHA accepts horses in four different height
divisions: "Horse" for animals maturing over 56" in height at the withers; "Pony" for animals
56"and under, but over 34"; "Miniature™ for animals 34" and under at maturity and "B
Miniature" for animals over 34" but not exceeding 38" at maturity.




All registered Pinto Horses and Ponies are identified within one of the following four types.
Type is determined by the conformation and background of
each horse/pony.

. e The STOCK TYPE Pinto is an animal suitable for western
; events; hunter seat events; and a variety of other events. The
( F\T\ Stock Type Pinto should display the conformation associated

' W with Quarter Horse breeding. Generally, double-registered

| J ; “ l\l F Paints (APHA) will be registered in this division. This photo
o L0 to the left indicates conformation traits of the Stock Type

and both mare and foal carry the Overo pattern.

The HUNTER TYPE Pinto is an animal suitable for: hunter

seat Events; western events; and a variety of other events. The

Hunter Type Pinto should display the conformation associated

with Thoroughbred, approved Warmblood or running Quarter

Horse breeding. This photo to the right indicates conformation
traits of a Hunter Type with the
‘Tobiano pattern.

'The PLEASURE TYPE Pinto is an animal presented in a natural
manner and suitable for: general western, English, and driving
events; and a variety of other events. The Pleasure Type Pinto should
display the conformation associated with Arabian or classic Morgan
breeding. This photo to the left indicates conformation traits of a
Pleasure Type with the Overo pattern.

variety of other events. The Saddle Type Pinto
should display the conformation associated with American Saddlebred,
Tennessee Walking or Missouri Foxtrotter breeding. The horse in the photo to
the right is a representative of the Saddle type and carries a typical Tobiano
pattern.

History of the American Paint Horse

The "Paint Horse" is descended from Spanish horses brought over to the US and was popular
with the American Indians as a war horse and is not strictly a breed. However, to qualify as a
Paint Horse, horses must come from Quarter Horse, US Thoroughbred, or Paint Horse breeding.
There are two types: Overo with bold white head markings, irregular scattered coloured patches
and often with dark legs and Tobiano where the head is coloured (with the exception of normal
white markings eg a blaze, star, etc), the coloured patches are regular, oval or round and at least
all of the lower legs are white. However, some coat patterns show characteristics of both types
and these are called "Tovero".

Height of the American Paint Horse

The American Paint Horse can be up to 16 hh.



History and Origin of the Breed

The Appaloosa’s colorful ancestry can be traced back to the earliest recorded time, but
it is in the American melting pot that the spotted horse
established itself as a true breed. The Nez Perce Indians of
s the inland Northwest deserve much of the credit for the

! Appaloosa horses we have today. As the only Native
Americans known to selectively breed their horses, the Nez
Perce desired only the strongest, fastest and most sure-

- @ footed of mounts. The influx of white settlers to the Northwest
changed the Nez Perce’s destiny and nearly destroyed the
legacy of their horse-breeding efforts. War ensued when
some of the Nez Perce rebelled against imposed treaties.
Over several months and over 1,300 miles, the Appaloosa helped the non-treaty Nez
Perce elude the U.S. Cavalry in 1877. At the time of Chief Joseph’s surrender in
Montana, the Army confiscated most of their horses, including Appaloosas. The prized
characteristics of the distinctive horse then became lost or severely diluted due to
indiscriminate breeding.

Claude Thompson, a wheat farmer from Moro, Oregon, realized the importance of
preserving the spotted horse breed and in 1938, he established the
Appaloosa Horse Club to promote and restore the Appaloosa’s
position in the equine world. The Appaloosa began its return from
the brink of obscurity. While the Nez Perce never called their
spotted horses "Appaloosas,"” the breed’s name comes from either
the Palouse River, which flows through the region of eastern
Washington and north Idaho where the horses were known to be
plentiful or from the Palouse Tribe, whose main village was situated
on the Palouse River. White settlers first described the colorful
native mounts as "a Palouse horse," which was soon slurred to
"Appalousey.” The name "Appaloosa” was officially adopted in
1938. Today, over a half million Appaloosas are registered with the
Appaloosa Horse Club.

Appaloosa Breed Characteristics

Although Appaloosas are most commonly recognized by their
colorful coat patterns, they also have other distinctive
characteristics. The four identifiable characteristics are: coat
patterns, mottled skin, white sclera, and striped hooves. The
Appaloosa Horse Club recognizes thirteen base coat colors. It is
not always easy to predict the color a grown horse will be from the
shade it has as a foal. Most foals are born with lighter colored
coats than they will have when they shed their baby hair with the
exception of gray horses, which are born dark and progressively
become lighter. A remarkable aspect of the Appaloosa is the
myriad of color and pattern combinations they can exhibit. The
seven common terms used to describe Appaloosa coat patterns are blanket, spots,
blanket with spots, roan, roan blanket, roan blanket with spots, and solid. Appaloosa




patterns are highly variable and there are many which may not fit into specific
categories easily.

Mottled or partli-colored skin is also an Appaloosa characteristic. Mottled skin is
different from commonly found pink (flesh-colored or non-pigmented) skin in that it
normally contains dark areas of pigmented skin within its area. The result is a speckled
or blotchy pattern of pigmented and non-pigmented skin.

The sclera is the white area of the eye, which covers the
entire eyeball except the cornea - the colored or pigmented
portion. The white of the human eye is an example. All horses
have sclera but the Appaloosa’s is white and usually more
readily visible than other breeds. Readily visible white sclera is
a distinctive Appaloosa characteristic provided it is not in
combination with a large white face marking, such as a bald
face.

Many Appaloosas will have bold and clearly defined vertically light or dark striped
hooves. However, vertical stripes also may result from injury to the coronet or found in
association with a white marking on the leg. Also, light colored horses tend to have thin
stripes in their hooves. As a result, all striped hooves do not necessarily distinguish
Appaloosas from non-Appaloosas.



